
 



Designer Profile - Simon Legald 
The Danish designer Simon Legald was born in 1986 and raised in Fløng, Denmark. He graduated from the Royal Danish Academy 
of Fine Arts in the summer of 2012. During his studies, he completed an internship at Normann Copenhagen. Today, he works as a 
Senior Designer at Normann Copenhagen's internal design studio. 
 
His work consists of both small and large-scale products, often created in the cross field between craftsmanship and industry. 
Simon Legald likes to utilise the necessary techniques used for his designs as part of their expression. He does this by highlighting 
them visually as opposed to hiding them. 
 
Simon Legald has designed everything from vases and candlesticks to sofas and a lounge collection. Despite his young age, Simon 
Legald has already been proclaimed as a design talent and has received several awards for his designs. 
 
"Honesty is what makes a product understandable. If a product is honest, there is no need to explain its function. The essence of my design is 
that it can be purchased and used. Therefore it should not only meet the functional requirements, but also the psychological and aesthetic 
needs. To me, simplicity describes the true identity what an object is and what makes it credible. I try not to add any unnecessary details in my 
designs and work with simplicity by highlighting the necessary details instead of hiding them. This gives the product a simple and honest 
expression. " 
 
Designer by a coincidence  
Simon Legald discovered early on that he wanted to work within a creative field. He first attended the hhx upper secondary 
education, after which he went to the creative school of Krabbesholm. Here, he took a course in art and a course in product 
design. His interest in product design increased and led him to apply for an education in furniture and spatial design at the Royal 
Danish Academy of Fine Arts. Regarding choosing design for a living, he says this: 
 
“It’s actually quite a coincidence that I became a designer. I have always been into drawing and thought that I was going to be an illustrator in 
the advertising business until I found out that it was actually quite an academic field to be in. This wasn’t anything for me. I discovered that 
product design, on the other hand, appealed to me because it gave me something physical to relate to. " 
 
A new design is created 
Simon Legald´s passion for design has arisen from a curious approach to materials and shapes, as well as a desire to create! Simon is 
mostly inspired when he is not looking for inspiration but when the inspiration arrives unexpectedly. Sometimes he cannot define 
where an idea for a new product comes from. At other times, the inspiration is very tangible. 
 
Simon Legald typically starts by studying the function of a product – what is its purpose? He analyses archetypes within the same 
product category. What are their properties? And what could he add to the product? From this, he develops a design, which is new 
but also has a certain degree of familiarity. 
 
Simon Legald has no preferences regarding what types of materials he works with. Each material has its own qualities, so it really 
depends on the product's purpose and expression. When he chooses the materials for a product, it starts with an idea and expands 
from there. Often, he already has 50 solutions before choosing the most suitable material. 
 
"What fascinates me most about design is to be able to work with different materials, proportions, expressions and production methods, 
rather than being limited to only one product category. Every time I make a new design, I learn something new that I can use in the next 
project. " 
 
A shared passion - a shared ambition 
Normann Copenhagen is known for their willingness to take risks and try something new. The founders of Normann Copenhagen, 
Jan Andersen and Poul Madsen, constantly strive to do things better, to challenge themselves creatively and to explore new areas 
within the world of design. This is also how Simon Legald enjoys working, making them the perfect match. Normann Copenhagen 
has given him the opportunity to work with many different materials and on many projects, giving the young designer extensive 
experience within a short period of time. 
 
”From the beginning, Normann Copenhagen and I have had a common understanding and we have had a similar idea of what we 
would like to achieve. As an internal designer at Normann Copenhagen, I have had the opportunity to be closely involved in the 
development and production of a project. It is a privilege to be able to work on a lot of projects. I not only draw up new designs 
but am also involved in all stages of making a product. In this way we can address the issues that need to be addressed immediately. 
Ultimately, this creates better dialogue between designer, manufacturer and production team, resulting in design products of a 
higher quality." 
 
 



 
Awards and Recognition 
2012 Bolig Magasinet Design Award – Best up-and-coming designer (Denmark)  
2014 Plaza Interiör’s Best Designs of the Year 2014 - Best Storage Solution – Pocket (Sweden) 
2015 German Design Award 2015 – Special Mention – Era Lounge Chair (Germany) 

Designs currently in production at Normann Copenhagen 
Furniture:  
Toj Clothes Rack (2012) 
Block Table (2012) 
Sumo Pouf (2012)  
Circus Pouf (2013) 
Onkel Sofa (2013) 
Oona Carpet (2013) 
Sko Shoe Rack (2013) 
Kabino Sideboard (2013) 
Era Lounge Collection (2014) 
Tap Stool (2014)  
Form Chair, Form Armchair, Form 
Barstool & Form Table (2014) 

Accessories:  
Craft Salt & Pepper Mill (2013)  
Nabo Trays (2013) 
Nyhavn Vase (2013) 
Folk Candle Holder (2013) 
Lumberjack Candle Holder (2013) 
Craft Mortar & Pestle (2014)  
Craft Rolling Pin (2014) 
Basic Wine Accessories (2014) 
Brillant Box (2014) 
Pocket Organizer (2014) 

 

Lamps:  
Ikono Lamp (2013) 
Amp Lamp (2014)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


